


Carbon is lost back to the atmosphere
through respiration and decomposition
of organic matter.

Atmospheric carbon is fixed
by treas and other vegetation
through photosynthesis.

Aboveground carbon:
- Stems

- Branches

- Foliage

soil respiration.

Some carbon is
internally transferred
from aboveground to
belowground, carbon
to soils.

Fallen leaves and branches

Belowyground carbon: Some carbon is transferred Soil calb.on:
- Roots from belowground carbon - Organic
- Litter (e.g., root mortality) tothe soils, - Inorganic

Source: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
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